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Position statement on the Management of the Jumbo Squid Fishery in the South
Pacific by the Committee for the Sustainable Management of the South Pacific
Jumbo Flying Squid (CALAMASUR)
Santiago de Chile, 7th December 2018
Dear President Mr. Osvaldo Urrutia and Heads of Delegation:
The undersigned parties, economic and scientific stakeholders from Chile, Ecuador,
Mexico and Peru with an interest in jumbo flying squid (Dosidicus gigas) fisheries in the
South Pacific, reach out to you in order to request improvements in the management
of jumbo flying squid in order to ensure sustainability of this resource.
Acknowledging the progress achieved during the last year by the SPRFMO Scientific
Committee in regards jumbo flying squid, as well as the efforts made towards
furthering the understanding of the biology of the species and the fishery, we would
like to raise some concerns and issues affecting the members of this Committee.
What are the issues?
1. The notorious decrease in the availability of the resource.
2. The insufficient knowledge about its biological, ecological, and fishery-related
characteristics.
3. The progress made in terms of stock assessment is still preliminary.
4. The lack of improvements regarding regulations to ensure sustainability of the jumbo
flying squid in the SPRFMO area.
5. The lack of monitoring mechanisms (VMS) in the SPRFMO that ensure to all members
that the applicable regulations are being complied with by the industrial fleet
operating in the SPRFMO area.
6. The lack of an on-board observer program that provides biological data to enable the
sustainable management of the fishery.
7. The persistence of reasonable doubts regarding the possible entrance of distant
waters fleets into the national waters of the coastal states.
8. The absence of an effective control of the fishing effort of the fleet legally operating in
the SPRFMO area.

Why are we concerned?
1. Because of the continuous decrease in catches of this resource in the Southeastern
Pacific and its negative impact on fishing communities.
2. The uncertainty generated by the lack of independent verification of the data reported
to the SPRFMO, as well as by the frequency of and the delays in data reception for
adequate fishery management.
3. The lack of appropriate mechanisms to allow for effective coordination and
cooperation regarding research.

4. The lack of agreement about potential stock structures and appropriate stock
assessment methods.
5. The lack of appropriate regulation measures for jumbo flying squid that include
harvest strategies and management measures in the SPRFMO area.
6. The insufficient monitoring, control, enforcement, and sanctioning of illegal,
undeclared, and unregulated fishing, despite the efforts made by the coastal states.

What is requested to the SPRFMO?
CALAMASUR firmly supports the following recommendations made by the Sixth
Scientific Committee (SC6):
(i) Developing and implementing genetic studies that help addressing stock structure
issues;
(ii) Coordinating the exchange of data and sampling efforts;
(iii) Holding a workshop on stock structure and assessment in jumbo flying squid,
which should be carried out immediately before the meeting of the Seventh Scientific
Committee (SC7).
As for the provision of the best available scientific advice to support the appropriate
management of jumbo flying squid, CALAMASUR respectfully suggests the Committee:
i.

ii.

iii.

To mandate the Scientific Committee to establish, within the Jumbo Flying Squid
Working Group, a subgroup to develop an appropriate and acceptable stock
assessment in a similar fashion to the way it was established to develop the jack
mackerel assessment. This subgroup should be overseen and led by an independent
scientist specialized in stock assessment with experience in jumbo flying squid, and it
shall be composed by a group of selected specialists in stock assessment.
To ensure that the proposed on-board observer program provides suitable and
representative samples of all components of the fleet to support the development and
implementation of stock assessment, as well as to implement a monthly report model
for catch and effort, similar to the one currently in force for the jack mackerel fishery.
With the purpose of ensuring compliance with the current regulations and preventing
illegal activities, implement urgently a VMS system that enables the SPRFMO staff to
monitor the operation of the fleet registered in the regional vessel register.

Yours truly,
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Pesqueras de La Islilla y La Tortuga) (Peru)
Santos R. Rumiche Sanchez
President of the La Islilla Association of Artisanal Deep-Sea Fishers and Shipowners
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Dario Alvites Diestra
Representative of the National Industry Association (Sociedad Nacional de Industrias)
(Peru)
Alexander Gretchina

Researcher of the Region VIII Fisheries Research Institute (Instituto de Investigación
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