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1. Information about the meeting 
The name of the meeting was “Advancing environmental law together: Regional Meeting of UN Environment 
Montevideo Focal Points in Asia Pacific”. It was held at the UN Conference Centre, Room H, Bangkok, from 24 
to 26 July 2018. I was invited in both my personal (knowledge of the issues being discussed at the meeting) 
and as SPRFMO Chairperson. The main motivation and context was the wish to invite experts from fields of 
practice that, although regulated by different legal frameworks, are related to environmental law or may have 
an impact or influence in its development.  

On Wednesday 25, I led and participated in a round table conversation about the environmental impacts of 
fishing activities and how to prevent, minimise and regulate them.  

2. Context of the meeting (as explained by UNEP) 
Asia Pacific is the largest and fastest growing region in the world. Implementation of environmental 
commitments under Multilateral Environmental Agreements and achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals in this dynamic and diverse region requires good laws and strong institutions. The United Nations 
Environment Programme (UN Environment) supports countries in Asia and the Pacific to achieve this goal. It 
works with a broad range of partners to support the development or strengthening of environmental laws and 
their enforcement to achieve countries’ environmental goals in the context of sustainable development, as 
well as advance environmental justice. The development and implementation of environmental law has been 
going through material changes in this region and globally, leading to the development of good practices in 
various countries that can address legal and institutional issues relating to the environment.  
 
The Montevideo Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environment Law (Montevideo 
Programme) refers to a series of ten-year programmes that organize the work of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UN Environment) to support the development and review of environmental law. 
The current and fourth such programme (Montevideo Programme IV) runs from 2010 to 2020. At its second 
universal session in 2016 the United Nations Environment Assembly adopted Resolution 2/19 which requests 
UN Environment, in close collaboration with the national focal points, to prepare an assessment of Montevideo 
IV and proposals for the work of UN Environment in the area of environmental law for a specific period 
beginning in 2020, for consideration by the UNEA in 2019. 

3. Purpose of the Meeting  
The key purpose of the meeting was to provide a forum for Montevideo Focal Points from Asia Pacific to: 
  

(a) share and exchange information on latest developments, trends, and good practices in the 
development and enforcement of environmental law in their countries, as well as regionally and 
globally;  
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(b) contribute to UN Environment’s preparation of the assessment of the Montevideo Programme IV, 
including through sharing information on the status of implementation of the Montevideo Programme 
IV in their countries; and 

(c) identifying priorities from the region and proposals for the work of UN Environment in environmental 
law for the coming years, including for the next Montevideo Programme period commencing 2020. 
Priorities already identified by focal points and relevant UN Environment Assembly resolutions include: 
air pollution, public health and marine litter.  

4. Participants 

The Asia Pacific region has Montevideo Focal Points for the following 21 Member States: Australia, Bhutan, 
Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Maldives, Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Niue, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Vietnam. Eighteen of these 
Member States were represented in the meeting. Environmental law experts and other stakeholders (e.g. 
UN agencies, NGOs etc.) were also invited to participate, including myself as the Chairperson of the SPRFMO 
Commission. 

 



Advancing Environmental Law Together
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Networking List

Name: Ms. Kunzang

Position: Deputy Chief Legal Officer

Organisation: National Environment Commission

Country: Bhutan

Email: kunzang@nec.gov.bt

Name: H.E. Dr. Vann Monyneath

Position: General Secretariat of the National Council for Sustainable Development

Organisation: Ministry of Environment

Country: Cambodia

Email: monyneath0777@gmail.com

Name: Mr. Yu Hai

Position: Senior Research Fello

Organisation: Ministry of Ecology and Environment 

Country: China

Email: yu.hai@prcee.org

Name: Mr. Kemal Amas

Position: Secretary Director General

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Forestry

Country: Indonesia

Email: amaskemal@gmail.com
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Networking List

Name: Mr. Mochammad Luthfi Susanto

Position: Head of Law and Technical Cooperation

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Forestry

Country: Indonesia

Email: m.luthfi.s@gmail.com

Name: Mr. Jafar Barmaki

Position: Deputy for International Affairs of Environment and Energy Bureau

Organisation: Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Country: Iran

Email: jbarmaki@yahoo.com; jbarmaki@chmail.ir

Name: Mr. Keisuke Takahashi

Position: Deputy Director

Organisation: Ministry of Environment

Country: Japan

Email: keisuke2_takahashi@env.go.jp

Name: Ms. Takamura Yukari

Position: Professor

Organisation: Nagoya University

Country: Japan

Email: hv8y-tkmr@asahi-net.or.jp
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Networking List

Name: Mr. Yoshinori Suga

Position: First Secretary

Organisation: Embassy of Japan in Thailand

Country: Japan

Email: yoshinori.suga@mofa.go.jp

Name: Ms. Fazeela Ahmed Shaheem

Position: Senior Legal Officer

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Energy

Country: Maldives

Email: fazeela.shaheem@environment.gov.mv

Name: Ms. Munkhzaya Munkhdalai

Position: Officers, Law Division

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Tourism

Country: Mongolia

Email: md.munkhzaya0693@gmail.com

Name: Mr. Kyaw San Naing

Position: Director, Environmental Conservation Department

Organisation: Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation

Country: Myanmar

Email: kyawsannaing.env@gmail.com
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Networking List

Name: Mr. Syed Ali Raza Zaidi

Position: Deputy Director (Law)

Organisation: Ministry of Climate Change

Country: Pakistan

Email: salirazazaidi998@gmail.com

Name: Ms Rosemary Ruth Apa

Position: Deputy Director Environment, Environment and Conservation Division

Organisation: Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, Disaster Management and Meteorology

Country: Solomon Islands

Email: rosemaryapa@gmail.com; rapa@mecm.gov.sb

Name: Mr. Chanan Tiranarat

Position: Director of Coordination Center for Environmental Law Enforcement

Organisation: Pollution Control department

Country: Thailand

Email: n/a

Name: Mr. Chaowalit Jangaksorn

Position: Legal Officer, Legal Division

Organisation: Pollution Control Department

Country: Thailand

Email: jangaksorn@yahoo.com
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Networking List

Name: Mrs. Yolada Yaiprayoon

Position: Environmentalist, Professional Level, Inspector and Enforcement division

Organisation: Pollution Control Department

Country: Thailand

Email: n/a

Name: Mr. Carlos Lopes Ximenes

Position: Senior Technical Officer, Directorate General of Environment Office

Organisation: Ministry of Development and Institutional Reform

Country: Timor-Leste

Email: carlosximenes466@gmail.com

Name: Mrs. Nguyen Thi Cam Uyen

Position: Official, Multilateral Cooperation Division, International Cooperation Department

Organisation: Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Vietnam

Country: Vietnam

Email: uyenmonre@gmail.com; ncuyen@monre.gov.vn

Name: Ms. Nuthamon Kongcharoen

Position: n/a

Organisation: Chiang Mai University

Country: Thailand

Email: nuthamon.k@cmu.ac.th
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Networking List

Name: Ms. Ajirawadee Laoaon

Position: LL.M Student and Assistant Researcher

Organisation: Chiang Mai University

Country: Thailand

Email: eng.ajirawadee@gmail.com

Name: Mr. Laofang Bundidterdsakul

Position: LL.M student and a lawyer conducting Legal Advocacy 

Organisation: Chiang Mai University

Country: Thailand

Email: phaajxyaaj@yahoo.co.th

Name: Mr. Remy Kinna

Position: Mekong Legal Director

Organisation: EarthRights International

Country: n/a

Email: remy@earthrights.org

Name: Mr. Xiao Recio-Blanco

Position: n/a

Organisation: Environmental Law Institute

Country: n/a

Email: recio-blanco@eli.org
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Networking List

Name: Mr. Matthew Baird

Position: n/a

Organisation: Environmental Counsel

Country: n/a

Email: matthew.baird@me.com

Name: Ms. Chochoe Devaporihartakula

Position: n/a

Organisation: IGES Regional Center

Country: n/a

Email: chochoe@iges.or.jp

Name: Dr. Vichai Suthamtarikul

Position: Director for Business and Environmental Law Center, Faculty of Law

Organisation: Kasem Bandit University

Country: Thailand

Email: vichai.sut@kbu.ac.th

Name: Asst. Prof. Sutsan Suttipisan

Position:
Researcher & Specialist in Cultural Heritage and Tourism Development 
Administration

Organisation: Kasem Bundit University

Country: Thailand

Email: sutsans@gmail.com
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Networking List

Name: Prof. Lye Lin Heng

Position: Hon. Advisor & former Director, Asia-Pacific Centre for Environmental Law (APCEL)

Organisation: Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore

Country: Singapore

Email: lawlyelh@nus.edu.sg

Name: Atty. Antonio Oposa Jr.

Position: n/a

Organisation: SEA CAMP

Country: n/a

Email: tonyoposa1024@gmail.com

Name: Mr. Clark Peteru

Position: Legal Counsel

Organisation: SPREP

Country: Samoa

Email: clarkp@sprep.org

Name: Mr. Osvaldo Urrutia 

Position: Chairperson 

Organisation: the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization

Country: New Zealand

Email: osvaldo.urrutia@pucv.cl
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Networking List

Name: Ms. Georgina Lloyd

Position: Director

Organisation: Center for Conservation and Development Studies, The school for field studies

Country: Cambodia

Email: glloyd@fieldstudies.org

Name: Prof. Ben Boer

Position: National Distinguished Professor / Emeritus Professor

Organisation:
Research Institute of Environmental Law, Wuhan University and University of 
Sydney

Country: Australia

Email: ben.boer@sydney.edu.au

Name: Ms. Shivani Verma

Position: Human Rights Officer

Organisation: OHCHR South East Asia Regional Office

Country: Thailand

Email: vermas@un.org

Name: Mr. Andy Raine

Position: Regional Coordinator – Environmental Law

Organisation: UN Environment Asia and Pacific

Country: Thailand

Email: rainea@un.org
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Networking List

Name: Ms. Emeline Pluchon

Position: Environmental Law Specialist

Organisation: UN Environment Asia and Pacific

Country: Thailand

Email: emeline.pluchon@un,org

Name: Ms Isabelle Louis

Position: Deputy Regional Director

Organisation: UN Environment Asia and Pacific 

Country: Thailand

Email: louisi@un.org

Name: Mr. Jerker Tamelander

Position: Head of Coral Reefs Unit

Organisation: UN Environment

Country: Thailand

Email: tamelander@un.org

Name: Mr. Pipat Poopeerasupong

Position: Montreal Protocol Officer, Compliance Assistance Programme

Organisation: UN Environment Asia and Pacific 

Country: Thailand

Email: poopeerasupong@un.org
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Networking List

Name: Ms. Saranya Rojananuangnit

Position: Programme Assistant, Law Division

Organisation: UN Environment Asia and Pacific 

Country: Thailand

Email: rojananuangnit@un.org

Name: Mr. Sefanaia Nawadra

Position: Head

Organisation: UN Environment Pacific Office

Country: Samoa

Email: sefanaia.nawadra@un.org

Name: Ms. Tunnie Srisakulchairak

Position: Programme Management Officer, Climate Change

Organisation: UN Environment Asia and Pacific 

Country: Thailand

Email: srisakulchairak@un.org

Name: Ms. Seon-mi Choi

Position: Regional Advisor on Environment and Climate Change

Organisation: United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

Country: Thailand

Email: schoi@unicef.org
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Networking List

Name: Ms. Jennifer Feltham

Position: Wildlife and Forest Climate Advisor

Organisation: UNODC

Country: Thailand

Email: jenny.feltham@un.org

Name: Ms. Haiping Jia

Position: n/a

Organisation: Consultant

Country: n/a

Email: haiping.jia@un.org

Name: Ms. Johannah Bernstein 

Position: Senior International Environmental Law and Governance

Organisation: Consultant

Country: n/a

Email: johannahbernstein24@gmail.com

Name: Ms. Montira J. Pongsiri

Position: Senior Research Associate

Organisation:
Dept. of Population Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences, Atkinson Center for a 
Sustainable Future Faculty Fellow

Country: Thailand

Email: mjp329@cornell.edu
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Networking List

Name: Ms. Patricia Moore

Position: n/a

Organisation: Consultant

Country: n/a

Email: patti.moore@gmail.com

Name: Dr. Priyalal Kurukulasuriya

Position: n/a

Organisation: Consultant

Country: n/a

Email: lalkuru1942@gmail.com

Name: Dr. Wanhua Yang

Position: n/a

Organisation: Consultant

Country: n/a

Email: wanhuayang@yahoo.com

Name: Mr. Jost Wagner

Position: Managing Director / Facilitator

Organisation: The Change Initiative

Country: Thailand

Email: jw@change-initiative.com; jwchangeinitiative@gmail.com
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