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Follow-up actions taken since previous meeting 

Secretariat 

 

Introduction 

This paper reports on actions taken by the Secretariat in response to requests made by the Commission and its subsidiary 

bodies.  It also details the outcomes of specific commitments made by some CNCPs during the first Compliance and 

Technical Committee (CTC) in 2013.  

 

2nd Commission Report paragraph 15: 

15. The Commission requested that the Secretariat explore the possibility of a memorandum of understanding on data 
exchange with the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels.  

 

On 28 October 2014, after consulting with the Chairperson of th e Commission, the Executive Secretary signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the SPRFMO Secretariat with the Secretariat for the Agreement on 

the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (Annex 1).  

 

1st CTC report, paragraph 3.3 (on Member Implementation reports):  
The Chair proposed that, considering the tight agenda, the Secretariat should work on a template intersessionally and 
highlighted that the template should bear in mind article 24(2) of the Convention. The CTC agreed with this prop osal. The 
EU reminded the CTC that there is no deadline requirement in the Convention and suggested an informal deadline was 
needed 

 

Paper CTC-02-04 was prepared by the Secretariat and contains a template to facilitate the implementation reports required 

under Article 24(2) of the Convention and CMM 2.01. 

  



2 

19-Dec-14   CTC-02-03 

 

 

1st CTC report, paragraph 5: 

Panama and Liberia requested that their vessels be removed from the draft IUU list.  After assessing all of the information 
provided by both States, the CTC decided that all three vessels would be removed from the draft IUU list. This was done 
taking into consideration the recent entry onto force of the Convention and on the condition of commitments from both 
Panama and Liberia that they provide reports on measures taken and any sanctions imposed within three months. Liberia 
and Panama agreed to this condition. 

 

On 24 April 2014 Liberia submitted two determination reports of investigation detailing measures taken and any sanctions 
imposed upon the ZAGANROGSKIY ZALIV and FRIO IONIAN.  These reports were circulated by the Acting Executive Secretary 
as letter 0038_2014 (Annex 2). 
 
On 22 June 2014 Panama submitted a letter detailed the measures taken and sanctions imposed upon the FRIO MOGAMI.  
This information was circulated by the Acting Executive Secretary as Letter 0058_2014 (Annex 3). 
 

1st CTC report, paragraph 7: 

The CTC agreed to recommend to the Commission that the Secretariat prepare a cost -benefit analysis of each of the VMS 
options set out in paragraph 8 of the proposed measure. 

 

The Secretariat intends to present a paper discussing VMS options during the 2nd CTC meeting. 

 

1st CTC report, paragraph 12: 

The CTC also agreed that the Secretariat should send an  invitation to Curacao to apply for the status of 
Cooperating Non-Contracting Party and to attend the next meeting of the Commission. 

 

Curacao was invited to the 3rd Commission meeting via letter 0135_2014 (Annex 4) sent on 24 October 2014.  
Receipt of this invitation was acknowledged by Curacao.  

 

1st SC report, paragraph 7.4 (Revisions to the jack mackerel species profile): 

The SC adopted the updated species profile (SC-01-23) and requested that it be posted on the SPRFMO website.  

 

The Chilean Jack Mackerel (Trachurus murphyi) species profile (SC-01-23) was uploaded onto the website on 16 

January 2014.  The species profiles which have been complete by the Scientific Committee (and its predecessor 

the science working group) are available via the following link:  

http://www.sprfmo.int/species-profiles/ 

 

1st SC report, paragraph 9.1 (on the amended Research Programme):  

It was agreed that the current Research Programme should be made available on the SPRFMO website, with previous 

versions also archived on the website.  

 

The current and previous research programmes were uploaded onto the website on 13 Jan 2014.  The current and 

archived versions are available from the main Scientific Committee webpage: 

http://www.sprfmo.int/scientific-committee/ 

http://www.sprfmo.int/species-profiles/
http://www.sprfmo.int/scientific-committee/
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1st SC report, paragraph 13 (on the FAO/UNEP project on Sustainable Fisheries Management and Biodiversity 

Conservation of Deepsea Living Marine Resources and Ecosystems in the ABNJ):  

It was recommended that FAO and the SPRFMO secretariat follow up on modalities and process for SPRFMO engagement . 

 

The Secretariat has taken the following actions in this regard:  

 SPRFMOs involvement in the FAO-GEF Project “Sustainable fisheries management and biodiversity 
conservation of deep-sea living marine resources and ecosystems in the Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 
(ABNJ)” was confirmed in Letter 0151_2013 (Annex 5); 

 The Acting Executive Secretary attended the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats network meeting in June 
2014; 

 The Data manager attended a workshop to finalise the FAO VME database that was developed in response 
to a request from the UN General Assembly (61/105, Para 90);  

 The Data manager will attend the FIRMS & CWP inter-sessional meetings in February 2015 and the 
Secretariat aims to gain CWP membership and become a FIRMS partner; 

 The FIRMS/CWP meetings will be followed by a FAO workshop on “ Process and Practices Related to 
Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems in the High Seas” which will also be attended by the Data manager .     
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
between 

THE SECRETARIAT OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION 

and 
THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATION 

OF ALBATROSSES AND PETRELS 
 
The Secretariat of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 
(hereafter SPRFMO secretariat) and the Secretariat for the Agreement on the 
Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (hereafter the ACAP Secretariat); 
 
ACKNOWLEDGING that the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and 
Petrels (hereafter ACAP), developed under the auspices of the Convention on the 
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, is a multilateral agreement which 
seeks to achieve and maintain a favourable conservation status for albatrosses and 
petrels by coordinating international activity to mitigate known threats to albatross and 
petrel populations; 
 
NOTING that Article X(d) of ACAP authorises the ACAP Secretariat to liaise with non-
Party Range States and regional economic integration organisations and to facilitate 
coordination between Parties and non-Party Range States, and international and 
national organisations and institutions whose activities are directly or indirectly 
relevant to the conservation, including the protection and management, of albatrosses 
and petrels; 
 
NOTING FURTHER that Article XI of ACAP authorises the ACAP Secretariat to 
consult and cooperate, where appropriate, with the secretariats of other relevant 
conventions and international instruments in respect of matters of common interest, 
and to enter into arrangements, with the approval of the Meeting of Parties, with other 
organisations and institutions as may be appropriate, and to consult and cooperate 
with such organisations and institutions in exchanging information and data; 
 
ACKNOWLEDGING that the objective of SPRFMO is Article 2; 
 
RECOGNISING that the achievement of the objectives of SPRFMO and ACAP will 
benefit from cooperation, with a view to strengthening the conservation of albatrosses 
and petrels; 
 
DESIRING to put into place arrangements and procedures to promote cooperation in 
order to enhance the conservation of albatrosses and petrels; 
 
JOINTLY DECIDE as follows: 
 
1. OBJECTIVE OF THIS MEMORANDUM 

The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding (‘MoU’) is to facilitate cooperation 

between the Secretariat of SPRFMO and the ACAP Secretariat (“the Participants”) 
with a view to supporting efforts to minimise the incidental by-catch of albatrosses and 
petrels listed in Annex 1 of ACAP within the SPRFMO Convention Area. 
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2. AREAS OF COOPERATION 
The SPRFMO Secretariat and the ACAP Secretariat may consult, cooperate and 
collaborate with each other on areas of common interest that are directly or indirectly 
relevant to the conservation, including the protection and management, of albatrosses 
and petrels, including: 

a) development of systems for collecting and analysing data, and exchanging 
information concerning the bycatch of albatrosses and petrels in the SPRFMO 
Convention Area; 

b) exchange of information regarding management approaches relevant to the 
conservation of albatrosses and petrels; 

c) implementation of education and awareness programmes for fishers who operate 
in areas where albatrosses and petrels may be encountered; 

d) design, testing of  albatross and petrel bycatch mitigation measures relevant to 
fishing operations in the SPRFMO Convention Area; 

e) development of training programmes on conservation techniques and measures to 
mitigate threats affecting albatrosses and petrels; and 

f) exchange of expertise, techniques and knowledge relevant to the conservation of 
albatrosses and petrels in the SPRFMO Convention Area and 

g) reciprocal participation with observer status at the relevant meetings of ACAP and 
SPRFMO. 

 
3. REVIEW AND AMENDMENT 
This MoU may be reviewed or amended at any time by the agreement of both 
Participants. 
 
4. LEGAL STATUS 
The Participants acknowledge that this MoU is not legally binding between them. 
 
 
5. COMING INTO EFFECT AND TERMINATION 
(c) This MoU will come into effect on signature. 

(b) Either Participant may terminate this MoU by giving written notice to the other 
Participant.  

 
 
SIGNATURE 
 
 
Wellington, 28/10/2014 Tasmania, 28/10/2014 
 
 
 
 
____________ ____________  ____________ ____________ 
Executive Secretary Executive Secretary 
SPRFMO ACAP Secretariat 
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24 April 2014 
Ref: 2014-0038 

 
 

 
To: Commission Members and CNCPs 

  

 From: Robin Allen, Acting Executive Secretary      

Re: Reports of Investigation of two Liberian-flagged vessels 
 
I have attached copies of Liberian Determination Reports of Investigation of the two 
Liberian flagged vessels on the previous draft IUU List.  The reports fulfil the commitment 
made by Liberia at the 1st Meeting of the Compliance and Technical Committee to provide 
reports on taken and any sanctions imposed within three months. 

South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation, PO Box 3797, Wellington 6140, New Zealand. 
TEL: +64 4 499 9889 - FAX: +64 4 473 9579 - secretariat@southpacificrfmo.org 
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South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation, PO Box 3797, Wellington 6140, New Zealand. 
TEL: +64 4 499 9889 - FAX: +64 4 473 9579 - secretariat@southpacificrfmo.org 

 

 

 

 
 

23 June 2014 
Ref: 2014-0058 

 
 

 

To: Commission Members and CNCPs 

  

 From: Robin Allen, Acting Executive Secretary      

Re: Reports of Investigation of Panama-flagged vessels 
 

I have attached a copy of a letter from Panama received on 22 June 2014, concerning 
administrative procedures taken against the vessels FRIO MOGAMI following the 
commitment made by Panama at the 1st Meeting of the Compliance and Technical 
Committee. 
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24 October 2014 
Ref: 0135 17‐2014 

Vanessa Toré 
Director, Foreign Economic Cooperation Division 
Ministry of Economic Development of Curaçao 
 
 
Dear Ms. Toré,  
 

Re:  Invitation to participate in the SPRFMO Annual Meeting 2015 

 

Thank you very much for your reply to my letter 0117‐2014 from 25 September 2014. Your information is 
much appreciated and will be circulated to the SPRFMO Members and CNCPs together with the 2015 Draft 
IUU list.  

In view that a Curaçao‐flagged vessel was operating in the SPRFMO Convention Area I would like to draw 
your attention to Article 37 of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of High Seas Fishery 
Resources in the South Pacific Ocean which affirms that the Convention is open for accession by any State 
having an interest in fishery resources within the Convention Area. 

Furthermore, Article 32 paragraph 3 of the Convention stipulates that “Members of the Commission shall 
request non‐Contracting Parties to this Convention whose vessels fish in the Convention Area to become 
party to this Convention or to agree to cooperate fully in the implementation of conservation and 
management measures adopted by the Commission.” The SPRFMO rules for Cooperating non‐Contracting 
Parties (including the process for gaining CNCP status) are published as Decision 1.02. These documents as 
well as the current Conservation and Management Measures (CMMs) can be found on the SPRFMO web 
pages at http://www.sprfmo.int. 

The SPRFMO Commission would welcome Curaçao’s attendance at the next Annual Meeting from 30th 
January to 6th February 2015 in Auckland, New Zealand. Your delegates may register online using the form 
at http://www.sprfmo.int/registration‐8. Information for participants, including venue and hotel, are 
published on the SPRFMO website. 

I hope that Curaçao will follow this invitation and look forward to seeing you and/or your colleagues at the 
2015 Annual Meeting. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
  
 
 

Johanne Fischer 
Executive Secretary 

 
 
 
Cc:   Representation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Curaçao, Netherlands Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, European Union, Chairperson Commission, Chairperson CTC 
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28 December 2013 
Ref: 0151-2013 

 
 
Mrs Barbara Cooney,  
FAO-GEF Coordination Unit,  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,  
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,  
00153 Rome, Italy  
 
Mrs Maryam Niamir-Fuller  
Director, GEF Coordination Office  
United Nations Environment Programme PO Box 30552 Nairobi,  
Kenya  
 

By email: Barbara.cooney@fao.org, maryam.niamir-fuller@unep.org 
 
Subject: Co-financing letter for the FAO-GEF Project “Sustainable fisheries management and biodiversity 
conservation of deep-sea living marine resources and ecosystems in the Areas Beyond National 
Jurisdiction (ABNJ)”  
 
Dear Mrs Cooney and Mrs Niamir-Fuller,  
 
I am writing to confirm that SPRFMO would be pleased to take part in the FAO-GEF Project “Sustainable 
fisheries management and biodiversity conservation of deep-sea living marine resources and ecosystems in 
the Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ)”. Decisions on the nature and extent of SPRFMO’s 
participation in the various parts of the project will be made on a case-by-case basis.  An indicative list of 
the activities is set out in the attached table.  
 
The SPRFMO support to the project would be an estimated in-kind contribution of US $200,000 over the 
period of 2014-2018. This in-kind contribution represents a) staff time for activities and meeting expenses 
for work on deep sea fisheries; b) office space; c) cost of scientific advice regarding deep sea fisheries; and 
d) operating and administrative expenses for SPRFMO’s current core activities and operations which are of 
direct relevance to deep sea fisheries. These are costs that are being implemented or planned for the 
regular work of SPRFMO towards the organisation’s objective.  
 
It is assumed that our participation in the above mentioned programme will not entail any supplementary 
workload or costs for SPRFMO beyond those already being carried out to achieve the objectives of our 
organisation. 
 
SPRFMO reserves the right to not disclose any confidential data without the prior and explicit authorization 
of the concerned Member or Cooperating non-Contracting Party.  
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The in-kind contribution from SPRFMO will be managed by the Secretariat as a contribution to the project 
components to be implemented in the SPRFMO Regulatory Area and to support the participation of 
SPRFMO in project activities.  
 
We look forward to working on this project.  
Yours sincerely 
 
 Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Robin Allen 
Executive Secretary 
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Table: Proposed SPRFMO collaboration in the ABNJ Deep Seas Project. 

  

SPRFMO 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

 
Component 2: VMEs and components of EBSAs 
Contribution to collation and consolidation of existing biological and 
ecological information on DSF and BD in support of management processes  

     

Contribute to the updating of the South  Pacific Chapter for the “Worldwide 
Review of Bottom Fisheries in the High Seas” 

     

Participate in and assist with development of report on best practices for 
identification of VMEs and review SPRFMO including discussions on VME 
indicators .Contribute  information for the VME database and provide ideas 
for potential development of additional functionalities of the VME Database 

     

Participation in the development of and training for taxonomic ID guides, 
fishery data collection manuals and observer/crew training material,  

     

Review of regional fisheries management measures on BD conservation, and 
the development of tools for recording biodiversity. 

     

Contribute to analysis on the potential use of EBSA information for 
enhancing conservation and management measures in pilot areas 

     

Testing of new techniques for mitigating adverse impacts from DSF on 
ecosystems (linked to below but including VME issues) 

     

Participation in “twinning” programs (i.e. institutional exchanges or 
collaboration) for deep sea scientists and carrying out of customized training 
workshops on data collection and the application of VME criteria. 

     

Contribute scientific input to relevant project material at conferences and in 
publications  

     

 
Component 3: Management planning and EAF Process 

Participate in the development of a toolbox/operational manual for the 
management of deep-sea fisheries, encounter protocols, use of VME criteria 
and greater collaboration with industry, and workshop on EIAs 

     

Contribute to improve knowledge on key deep-sea species and on applied 
and new methodologies and technologies for studying and assessing these 
species,  

     

Collaborate with partner agencies to develop data systems and observer 
protocols for use in deep-sea fisheries.  As appropriate 

     

Experimental testing in selected pilot area(s) of improved management 
measures, indicators and thresholds and the trial implementation of 
successful results from the testing within an adaptive management process 
(linked to activity on testing of new techniques for mitigating adverse 
impacts from DSF under Component 2). 
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