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Applications for CNCP Status for 2023 
Secretariat 

SPRFMO currently has three active Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CNCPs): 

• Belize
• Curaçao, Kingdom of the Netherlands, and
• The Republic of Liberia

In November 2022, the Secretariat contacted two out of the current three SPRFMO CNCPs, with an invitation to 
become full Members of the SPRFMO Commission or to renew their current CNCP status (Ref: DC93-2022 and 
DC94-2022). Belize was not contacted, given they had already submitted a CNCP status renewal application. 

The Secretariat therefore received three CNCP status renewal requests and one new CNCP status application, 
all of which are contained in the annexes to this document as follows: 

• Annex 1. Belize, CNCP status application received on 25 October 2022
• Annex 2. Liberia, CNCP status renewal application received on 28 November 2022
• Annex 3. Curaçao, CNCP status renewal application received on 16 December 2022

As per paragraph 4 of Decision 02-2018 (Rules for CNCPs), the CTC10 is requested to: 

• Assess the three (3) renewal applications for CNCP status.
• Provide recommendations and technical advice to the Commission which considers inter alia:

a) whether the CNCP application includes all information required under paragraph 3;
b) in the case of renewal, the record of compliance of the applicant with the provisions of the

Convention and the conservation and management measures adopted by the Commission;
c) the applicant’s record of responding to any IUU activities by vessels flying its flag that have been

brought to its attention, in accordance with Article 27 of the Convention;
d) as appropriate, the record of compliance of the applicant with conservation and management

measures of other Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs);
e) in the case of applications for renewal of CNCP status, whether the applicant is meeting all

paragraph 12 requirements for CNCP.
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    SPRFMO Secretariat  
    Attn: Mr. Craig Loveridge 
    Executive Secretary 
    Level 26 Plimmer Towers 
    Wellington 6011 
    New Zealand 

 
Date: 25th October 2022  Contact Person: Valarie Lanza Email: Valerie.lanza@bhsfu.gov.bz 
 
Re: RENEWAL OF COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTY STATUS OF SPRFMO FOR 2023  
 
Dear Mr. Loveridge:  
 
The Belize High Seas Fisheries Unit, under the Ministry of Finance of the Government of Belize would like to 
express to the SPRFMO Commission its interest in renewing its Cooperating non-Contracting Party status. 
 
In accordance with Decision 2-2018 (Rules for Cooperating non-Contracting Party Status), Belize is submitting 
the following in support of its request. 
 

1. Reason for requesting renewal of CNCP status 

Belize has a historical presence in the SPFMO having acceded to the SPRFMO Convention on 11th April 2011.  
Belize does not have any vessels operating in this area; however, it wishes to introduce vessels to increase the 
fishing opportunities for its high seas fishing fleet.  Therefore, in compliance with the relevant requirements 
of the Commission, and to promote sustainable fishing, it hereby submits its application for the renewal of its 
Cooperating non-Contracting Party Status. 
 

2. Commitment to cooperate in the implementation of CMMs adopted by the Commission 

Belize confirms its commitment to cooperate fully in the implementation of conservation and management 
measures adopted by the Commission and to ensure that its flagged vessels that will fish in the Convention 
Area, and to the greatest extent possible, its nationals comply with the provisions of the Convention and 
conservation and management measures adopted by the Commission. 
 

3. Commitment to accept high seas boarding and inspections 

Belize commits to accepting high seas boarding and inspections in accordance with the Commission’s 
procedures on high seas boarding and inspection.   
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4. Commitment to providing all data and information 

Belize also commits to comply with the requirements for the submission of all data and information in 
accordance with the standards adopted by the Commission for all its Members and Cooperating Non-
Members. 
 

5. Commitment to make voluntary contribution 

Belize hereby confirms its commitment to make voluntary financial contributions commensurate with the 
level that would be assessed as a member, pursuant to the scheme of contributions established by the 
Commission in accordance with Article 15(2) of the Convention and particularly in accordance with paragraph 
4.7 of the Financial Regulations of the Commission. 
 

6. Commitment to provide any further information 

Belize avails itself to provide any other relevant information as may be required by the Commission in 
consideration of this application and any other information as required under para.12 of Decision 2-2018 
 
In conclusion, Belize also wishes to notify to the Commission of its intention to accede to the Convention and 
have already commenced this process with its government.  Once the process to approve and accede to the 
Convention has been finalized, we will submit this information to the Commission to promote our application 
for Contracting Party. 
 
We look forward to favorable response to our application. Please accept the assurances of our highest 
consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
VALARIE LANZA 
Director of High Seas Fisheries 
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