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PO Box 3797, Wellington 6140, New Zealand 
P: +64 4 499 9893 – E: secretariat@sprfmo.int - www.sprfmo.int  

12TH MEETING OF THE COMPLIANCE AND TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Santiago, Chile, 11 to 14 February 2025 

CTC 12 – Report 

 

1. Opening of the Meeting 

a. Meeting Arrangements 

1 The Chairperson of the Compliance and Technical Committee (CTC), Ms Rebeca Espinoza (Ecuador), opened 
the 12th meeting of the CTC. She welcomed all participants and thanked Chile and the Secretariat for the work 
involved in preparing for the meeting. 

2 The local meeting coordinator welcomed participants and detailed the local facilities available to delegates. 

3 The Executive Secretary, Mr Craig Loveridge, detailed the meeting arrangements. 

4 The Rapporteur (Mr Jacques Chaumont) was appointed. Spanish-English interpretation was provided for the 
meeting. 

5 The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

b. Adoption of the Agenda 

6 The CTC adopted the agenda (CTC12-Doc01) without modification (Annex 2). The Chairperson of the CTC 
presented and briefly overviewed the CTC meeting schedule (CTC12-Doc04), noting that changes to the 
schedule would be shared with delegates as needed. 

c. Meeting Documents 

7 The CTC noted the List of Meeting Documents (CTC12-Doc03). 

2. Matters Concerning Implementation of Current CMMs  

a. SPRFMO Fisheries  

8 The Data Manager, Mr Bernard Vigga, presented the Implementation Report on SPRFMO Fisheries (CTC12-
Doc05).  

9 The Data Manager noted the newly established Data Working Group still requires the appointment of a 
Chairperson to advance its work. 

10 One Member requested clarification on an apparent discrepancy between the number of vessels utilized for 
squid jigging in the implementation report and their records, and also noted an error within the paragraph on 
catch validation in the report. 

11 The Secretariat revised the report and circulated the revised document (CTC12-Doc05_rev1). 

12 The CTC noted the SPRFMO Fisheries Implementation Report and the importance of appointing a Chairperson 
for the Data Working Group to begin its work. 

b. Commission Record of Vessels 

13 The Data Manager presented the Commission Record of Vessels Implementation Report (CTC12-Doc06) and 
encouraged all Members to utilize the latest version of the data templates. 

mailto:secretariat@sprfmo.int
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14 The CTC noted the suggestion in the report to introduce an additional fourth vessel photo requirement within 
Annex 1 of CMM 05 but considered that this would be overly burdensome for Members and the Secretariat. 

15 The Secretariat made minor corrections to data in the report, and the revised report (CTC12-Doc06_rev1) was 
circulated. 

16 The CTC noted the Commission Record of Vessels Implementation Report and agreed to participate in the 
Combined Regional Authorised Vessels Tool initiative provided that only publicly available data from the 
SPRFMO Record of Vessels should be published. 

c. Commission Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) Implementation report 

17 The Compliance Manager, Mr Randy Jenkins, presented the Commission VMS Implementation and Operations 
report (CTC12-Doc07).  

18 The Compliance Manager noted that there has been significant improvement in the continuity of VMS data 
displaying on Commission VMS and fewer disruptions and gaps. The overall performance of Commission VMS 
is good, and it continues to demonstrate that the Commission VMS system is an effective tool for monitoring 
the authorized vessels that are active in SPRFMO. 

19 The Compliance Manager noted that the formatting of the NAF messages to transmit data from the Members’ 
Fisheries Monitoring Centre (FMC) to the SPRFMO FMC is not prescribed in CMM 06-2023.  

20 The CTC agreed that future NAF messages also include the IMO number in the IM data field (in addition to 
existing NA, RC, and other identifiers used) as most of the vessels operating in the SPRFMO Convention Area 
now have IMO numbers. The CTC also agreed that all NAF messages clearly identify the disseminating FMC 
using the “from” (FR) data field. 

21 The CTC acknowledged the improved compliance regarding VMS issues and noted that the inflationary 
increase of 1.5% to the annual maintenance fee for the VMS service provider should be considered within the 
context of the overall budget and recommended it be forwarded to FAC for further consideration. 

22 One Member informed the CTC that they were working directly with CLS to resolve issues with their research 
vessel’s VMS unit. 

23 The CTC noted the VMS Implementation and Operations Report. 

d. Inspection Implementation report 

24 The Secretariat presented the Inspections Implementation Report (CTC12-Doc08). 

25 The CTC expressed its thanks to Members that carry out inspections. It noted the high level of port inspections 
and compliance. One Member indicated their preference to use CCAMLR templates for toothfish port 
inspections as an alternative to the SPRFMO inspection forms and offered to include appropriate footnotes in 
a revision of their port inspection measure proposal. 

26 Additionally, the CTC noted the high seas boarding and inspections that were carried out pursuant to the CMM 
11-2023. 

27 The CTC noted the Inspections Implementation Report and encouraged Members to provide translated 
versions of the standardised questionnaire found in CMM 11-2023 Annex 4 for posting to the SPRFMO website. 

e. SPRFMO Observer Programme 

28 The Executive Secretary presented the SPRFMO Observer Programme Implementation report (CTC12-Doc09). 

29 The CTC noted that no Member observer programmes were evaluated during 2024 and encouraged those 
Members wishing to have their observer programmes accredited to do so as soon as possible. 

30 The European Union stated that they could consider extending the term of their grant limited to 2025. 

31 The CTC encouraged Members to pursue accreditation within 2025 while the European Union’s voluntary 
contribution could still be utilised. 
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32 Many Members expressed their understanding that the accreditation of their observer programme was not 
fishery- and gear-specific. Many Members expressed reluctance to extend accreditation to transshipment 
observers noting the difference with the work done by scientific observers and the need to first assess the 
effectiveness of the SPRFMO Observer Programme accreditation. 

33 The CTC noted the final report (2024) from the current SPRFMO Observer Programme Accreditation Evaluation 
provider and the renewal of the contract with that provider for another five years.  

34 The Executive Secretary presented the analysis of the proposal for the designation of an additional SPRFMO 
Observer Programme Accreditation Evaluator (CTC12-Doc09.1 RESTRICTED). 

35 The CTC recommended the Commission accept the proposal for an additional SPRFMO Observer Program 
Accreditation Evaluator, noting only one proposal was received and it met the established criteria.  

36 The CTC noted the SPRFMO Observer Programme Implementation Report. 

3. Assessment of Compliance of Members and CNCPs 

a. Obligations of Members Overview 

37 The Compliance Manager provided a brief overview of the obligations of Members.  

b. Consideration of the Draft Compliance Report 

38 The Compliance Manager introduced the Draft Compliance Report (CTC12-Doc10 RESTRICTED) which had 
been reviewed in advance of the meeting in accordance with CMM 10-2020 paragraph 11.  

39 The CTC assessed the potential compliance issues and assigned a compliance status as reflected in the 
Provisional Compliance Report (COMM13-WP02 RESTRICTED). 

40 With respect to VMS issues, the CTC first reviewed the VMS Issues Summary (CTC12-Doc10.1 RESTRICTED). 
Following assessment of the individual issues, the appropriate overall compliance assessment was assigned 
for each Member and Cooperating non-Contracting Party (CNCP) based on the criteria in CMM 10-2020, Annex 
1.  

41 There was lengthy discussion and exchange regarding the VMS issues (stoppage and manual reporting 
timelines) identified for a Panamanian flagged vessel, in particular regarding the manual reporting of VMS 
positional data at 24-hour intervals during a VMS stoppage and issues with the transmission of VMS positions 
to Commission VMS which resulted in VMS positions not being available during the at sea inspection of the 
vessel. Panama provided a written submission of additional information regarding the VMS issues (COMM13-
WP04 RESTRICTED).  

42 Following consideration of the information, and the assurances of Panama that administrative sanctioning 
process are underway and that initial actions have been taken against the vessel, the CTC assessed Panama as 
“Non-Compliant, Further Action” in respect to CMM 06-2023 (VMS).  

43 As further action, Panama is required to address the technical issues regarding real-time VMS data 
transmission to the Commission VMS, to implement proper procedures to ensure manual position reporting 
every 4 hours by vessel masters, and to report back to CTC13 on the outcomes of the administrative 
sanctioning process and any sanctions applied, and how the technical issues were resolved. 

  



 

 

CTC12-Report  

4 

 

44 Regarding the CMM 05-2023 (Record of Vessels) possible compliance issue for the European Union, the 
European Union noted that the non-compliance was caused by an administrative oversight on the part of the 
flag State due to staff turnover issues which were not attributable to the vessel. It noted that the vessel had 
been on the Record of Vessels since 2009, had a valid flag State fishing authorisation, was operating under a 
specific CMM authorising the vessel to engage in an exploratory toothfish fishery, and was transmitting VMS 
positions to the SPRFMO VMS via its FMC throughout its operations. Considering the similarities to a non-
compliance case assessed in the 2020/21 reporting period (COMM10, 2022) where administrative oversight 
by the flag State in transmitting an authorisation request led to a status of “Non-Compliant, No Further Action,” 
the European Union noted its acceptance of the pre-assigned status of “Non-Compliant, No Further Action” 
as an appropriate status.  

45 Many Members expressed support for maintaining a status of “Non-Compliant, No Further Action.” 

46 One Member considered the case warranted a status of "Priority Non-Compliant, Further Action Needed," 
noting the vessel had previous compliance issues including fishing without authorisation, indicating a potential 
pattern of non-compliance and, regarding the 2022 case previously referenced for its similarity, stronger 
actions were taken by the flag State. 

47 As consensus could not be reached, the CTC agreed to forward this case to the Commission for determination 
of compliance status. 

48 In relation to discussions on compliance with CMM 07-2022, the CTC noted that the “Status of Compliance” 
options available in CMM 10-2020 Annex 1 did not include an option to consider impediments or obstacles to 
compliance resulting from exigent or exceptional circumstances (force majeure). The CTC agreed that there 
could be benefits in considering updating Annex 1 during the next review of CMM 10-2020. 

c. Follow-up actions taken since the last meeting 

49 The Compliance Manager presented the document (CTC12-Doc11) summarising the actions taken by 
Members and CNCPs in response to issues identified from previous meeting requiring follow-up actions. 

50 The CTC requested confirmation of Liberia’s intention to submit its three-month progress report on the 
implementation of its action plan and suggested that a timetable for achieving the action plan deliverables 
would be helpful.  

51 Liberia provided their progress report during CTC (COMM13-WP03) for review by Members. 

52 The CTC thanked the Members and CNCPs for their follow-up actions.  

d. Development of Provisional Compliance Report 

53 The Secretariat, in consultation with the CTC Chairperson, developed the Provisional Compliance Report 
(COMM13-WP02 RESTRICTED) based on the revised Draft Compliance Report for reporting period 2023/24 
and the discussions held during CTC. 

54 The CTC adopted the Provisional Compliance Report (COMM13-WP02_Rev3 RESTRICTED) noting one potential 
compliance issue was not yet assigned compliance status. 

55 The CTC forwarded the Provisional Compliance Report (COMM13-WP02_Rev3 RESTRICTED) for consideration 
of the Commission. 
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4. Examination of Current and Draft IUU Vessel List 

a. Examination of the 2025 Draft IUU Vessel List  

56 The CTC examined the 2025 Draft IUU Vessel List, which included one vessel flagged to Panama. 

57 Panama provided information about actions taken regarding the vessel, including ongoing administrative 
sanctioning process and current restrictions placed on the vessel, and committed to reporting to CTC13 on the 
outcome of the administrative sanctioning process and any enforcement action taken. On this basis, Panama 
requested the vessel be removed from the Draft IUU Vessel List. 

58 The CTC agreed to remove the vessel from the 2025 Draft IUU Vessel List.  

b. Examination of the Current (2024) IUU Vessel List 

59 The CTC noted that the current (2024) SPRFMO IUU Vessel List contains no vessels.  

c. Development of a 2025 Provisional IUU Vessel List 

60 The CTC developed the 2025 Provisional IUU Vessel List (COMM13-WP06_rev1) and forwarded it to the 
Commission for consideration. The list contains no vessels. 

5. Assessment of CNCPs Applications 

a. Current CNCPs 

61 The CTC considered the applications (CTC12-Doc13) received from Curaçao and Liberia to renew their status 
of Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CNCPs). 

62 Liberia was present and expressed gratitude to all Members for considering its CNCP application. 

63 Following consideration of Liberia’s application, and the implementation report regarding their action plan 
(COMM13-WP03), the CTC recommended the renewal of Liberia’s CNCP status. 

64 Curaçao was not present at CTC when their application was reviewed. One Member pointed out an apparent 
typo within Curaçao’s application concerning the year it was first granted CNCP status. Following confirmation 
of the correct date by the Secretariat, the CTC recommended the renewal of Curaçao’s CNCP status. 

b. Other applicants 

65 The CTC noted that no new applications for CNCP status were received. 

6. Conservation and Management Measures (CMMs) 

a. Proposals to Amend current CMMs and/or Decisions 

a1. COMM13-Prop01 regarding Trachurus murphyi (CMM 01-2024, CHL) 

66 Chile introduced its proposal regarding Trachurus murphyi to amend CMM 01.  

67 The CTC decided to establish an informal working group to discuss the proposal related to Jack mackerel (CMM 
01), and this working group was chaired by Mr Duncan McDonald (New Zealand). 

68 A first meeting of the working group was held. The working group Chairperson reported that Chile presented 
scientific and technical information supporting its proposal, for which some Members expressed support for 
a TAC increase higher than 15% and many Members expressed concern about it, noting that the advice from 
the Scientific Committee recommended a TAC increase of 15%, and indicated further discussion is needed. 

69 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion and recommended that the working 
group continue. 
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a2. COMM13-Prop02 regarding Data Standards (CMM 02-2022, ECU) 

70 Ecuador introduced its proposal regarding Data Standards to amend CMM 02. 

71 One Member sought clarification on whether the proposed requirements regarding data sharing and providing 
in national jurisdictions would apply only to coastal Members adjacent to the Convention Area. 

72 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

a3. COMM13-Prop03 regarding Data Standards (CMM 02-2022, PER) 

73 Peru introduced its proposal regarding Data Standards to amend CMM 02 on Data Standards. 

74 Following discussions with other Members, Peru presented a revised version of its proposal (COMM13-
Prop03_rev1). 

75 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

a4. COMM13-Prop04 regarding Bottom Fishing (CMM 03-2023, AUS/USA) 

76 Australia introduced its joint proposal with the United States regarding Bottom Fishing to amend CMM 03. 

77 Bilateral discussions on this proposal and related bottom fishing proposals were carried out. 

78 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

a5. COMM13-Prop05 regarding Bottom Fishing (CMM 03-2023, NZL) 

79 New Zealand introduced its proposal regarding Bottom Fishing to amend CMM 03. 

80 New Zealand introduced a revised version of its proposal (COMM13-Prop05_rev1). Many Members expressed 
procedural concerns about the late introduction of substantial changes that were not included in the initial 
proposal and requested time to review the basis of such changes.  

81 New Zealand noted it had provided explanatory notes and requested feedback on draft thresholds to some of 
those Members in December 2024 but would continue to discuss the proposal in the margins. 

82 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

a6. COMM13-Prop06 regarding Deepwater Species (CMM 03a-2023, NZL) 

83 New Zealand introduced its proposal regarding Deepwater Species to amend CMM 03a.  

84 Following discussions with other Members, New Zealand presented a revised version of its proposal 
(COMM13-Prop06_rev1). 

85 Some Members noted the importance of applying the minimum 70% of protection of suitable habitat for each 
modelled VME indicator taxa agreed at COMM11 through the adjustment of the bottom trawl management 
areas as proposed in COMM13-Prop04.  Some Members were concerned with the proposal for increasing the 
proportion of the catch on the Westpac Bank, stating that there is no new scientific evidence that supports 
that proposal. New Zealand indicated that this matter was still under discussion and a revision will be 
submitted for the Commission meeting.  

86 One Member expressed concern about the implication for non-target species of increased carry forward and 
noted that the Scientific Committee at SC11 had advised that the total impact on non-target species had not 
been determined.  

87 New Zealand noted the low levels of bycatch in the bottom trawl fishery and asked for more detail regarding 
this concern, which they would aim to address in the margins. 

88 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 
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a7. COMM13-Prop07 regarding the IUU Vessel List (CMM 04-2020, NZL) 

89 New Zealand introduced its proposal regarding the IUU Vessel List to amend the CMM 04.  

90 Following discussions with other Members, New Zealand presented a revised version of its proposal 
(COMM13-Prop07_rev1). 

91 Some Members raised concerns regarding the proposed “operator” and vessel “owner” terminology. One 
Member questioned the necessity of the proposed paragraph 31. One Member also expressed concern about 
the type of subsidies for which this proposal would be applicable. New Zealand undertook to continue working 
bilaterally to address and clarify these matters.  

92 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

a8. COMM13-Prop08 regarding the IUU Vessel List (CMM 04-2020, USA) 

93 The United States introduced its proposal regarding the IUU Vessel List to amend CMM 04. 

94 One Member sought clarification on whether the proposed requirements regarding fishing activities in 
national jurisdictions would apply only to coastal Members adjacent to the Convention Area, to which the 
United States responded that its preference was for CMMs to apply to all Members. 

95 Some Members also expressed concerns about application to areas under national jurisdiction and consistency 
with the Convention. 

96 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

a9. COMM13-Prop09 regarding Commission VMS (CMM 07-2022, ECU) 

97 Ecuador introduced its proposal regarding Commission VMS to amend CMM 06. 

98 Following discussion with other Members, Ecuador withdrew its proposal with the intention to present a 
revised proposal at the CTC13 meeting in 2026. 

a10. COMM13-Prop10 regarding Port Inspections (CMM 07-2022, AUS) 

99 Australia introduced its proposal regarding Port Inspections to amend CMM 07. 

100 Some Members raised concerns, including as regards the scope of the inspection requirements for toothfish 
caught outside the SPRFMO Convention Area, consistency with CCAMLR’s approach, and implementation 
challenges for non-CCAMLR Members. 

101 A revised proposal (COMM13-Prop10_rev1) was circulated, and further discussions were carried out. 

102 Many Members expressed general support.  

103 Concerns were raised about the proposed use of CCAMLR inspection forms for inspections of toothfish caught 
in the SPRFMO Convention Area, with some Members preferring the development of SPRFMO-specific forms. 

104 Australia raised concerns about multiple inspection forms needing to be used when a vessel carrying toothfish 
enters a port having fished in CCAMLR, SIOFA, and SPRFMO for toothfish. 

105 One Member raised concerns about implementation timing due to coordination requirements across multiple 
domestic agencies.  

106 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

a11. COMM13-Prop13 regarding the Observer Programme (CMM 16-2024, PER) 

107 Peru introduced its proposal regarding the SPRFMO Observer Programme to amend CMM 16. 

108 Following discussions with other Members, Peru presented a revised version of its proposal (COMM13-
Prop13_rev1). 

109 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 
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a12. COMM13-Prop14 regarding Jumbo Flying Squid (CMM 18-2024, PER) 

110 Peru introduced its proposal regarding Jumbo Flying Squid to amend CMM 18-2024. 

111 One Member sought clarification on the exclusion of human observers for artisanal fleets. 

112 Following discussions with other Members, Peru presented a revised version of its proposal (COMM13-
Prop14_rev1). 

113 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion. 

b. Proposals for new CMMs and/or Decisions 

b1. COMM13-Prop11 Proposed CMM for a new Exploratory Toothfish Fishery (KOR) 

114 Korea put forward its proposal for a new Exploratory Toothfish Fishery. 

115 The CTC recommended that this proposal be adopted by the Commission.  

b2. COMM13-Prop12 Proposed CMM for a new Exploratory Toothfish Fishery (NZL) 

116 New Zealand put forward its proposal for a new Exploratory Toothfish Fishery. 

117 The CTC recommended that this proposal be adopted by the Commission.  

b3. COMM13-Prop15 Proposed CMM to establish A Squid Buffer Area (ECU) 

118 Ecuador put forward its proposal seeking a new CMM to establish a Squid Buffer Area. 

119 One Member requested that the background document COMM13-Prop15.1 be revised to address concerns 
about statements regarding the alleged free-riding behaviour and high seas fleets entering EEZs, to prevent 
misunderstanding. 

120 Ecuador requested that its proposal and background paper be sent to the Scientific Committee for further 
discussion, following revision based on the comments received from other Members. 

121 The CTC recommended that the Commission forward the proposal and a revised background paper to the 
Scientific Committee for discussion. 

b4. COMM13-Prop16 Proposed CMM to Establish a Time-Area Closure for the Squid 

Fishery (ECU) 

122 Ecuador put forward its proposal seeking a new CMM to establish a Time-Area Closure for the Squid Fishery. 

123 Ecuador requested that its proposal and background paper COMM13-Prop16.1 be sent to the Scientific 
Committee for further discussion. 

124 The CTC recommended that the Commission forward the proposal and background paper to the Scientific 
Committee for discussion.  

b5. COMM13-Prop17 Proposed CMM on Crew Labour Standards (NZL) 

125 New Zealand put forward its proposal seeking to create a new CMM on Crew Labour Standards. 

126 One Member noted that SPRFMO’s annual reporting format would need to be updated to accommodate the 
proposed reporting requirements. 

127 One Member expressed a strong view regarding the proposal, noting further discussion was needed. 

128 Another Member requested clarification on provisions regarding crew provider information, noting 
differences from the WCPFC measure’s approach to reporting responsibilities. 

129 The CTC forwarded this proposal to the Commission for further discussion.  

  



 

 

CTC12-Report  

9 

 

c. CMMs for review in 2025 

c1. CMM Review Dates 

130 The Compliance Manager presented, and the CTC reviewed, the existing review dates in the current CMMs 
(COMM13-WP05). 

c2. CMMs for Review 

131 In relation to CMM review dates and CMMs for review, the CTC noted the information in COMM13-WP05 
related to review dates as well as the range of recommendations and information on technical issues related 
to various measures identified by the Secretariat in the implementation reports. The CTC also noted the 
recommendation of the 2nd Performance Review Panel that it may be beneficial to develop a CTC Workplan. 

132 In light of these issues, the CTC requested the Secretariat to prepare a list identifying specific 
recommendations for updates to CMMs drawn from the implementation reports, including where views have 
been expressed by Members in CTC discussions, which was presented to one Member. 

133 The CTC invited the Commission to consider tasking the CTC Chairperson, with support of the Secretariat and 
interested Members, to develop a CTC work plan for the consideration of CTC13 and COMM14. 

7. Climate Change 

134 Consistent with Decision 13-2023, CTC solicited comments and feedback from Members and CNCPs regarding 
any considerations regarding climate change. 

135 ECO NZ and Deepsea Conservation Coalition (DSCC) referred the CTC to the DSCC/ECO NZ briefing (COMM13-
Obs01), which includes commentary on climate change in Section 8, welcoming the establishment of a 
Scientific Committee Task Team and urging the Commission to continue to consider climate impacts in its own 
work while awaiting the Scientific Committee’s advice. 

136 The CTC recommended that the Commission and Scientific Committee continue to work on the climate change 
topic, in line with Decision 13-2023. 

8. 2nd Performance Review Recommendations Concerning the CTC 

137 Members and CNCPs held preliminary discussions on the 2nd Performance Review Recommendations and 
identified questions and comments that could be presented at the Commission meeting following the 
presentation of the Performance Review Panel Chairperson. 

138 The CTC discussed the need for a CTC work plan as recommended in the 2nd Performance Review. 

139 Many Members supported the development of a CTC work plan to better track and implement 
recommendations arising from implementation reports and other sources. 

140 One Member noted the importance of incorporating unfinished business from the 1st Performance Review 
into any future work plan that may be developed. 

141 The CTC recommended that the Commission give guidance to the CTC based on the 2nd Performance Review 
Recommendations concerning the CTC, either through the establishment of a Working Group during the 
Commission meeting, or through the establishment of an intersessional Working Group. 

9. Other Matters 

a. Election of Officers 

142 The CTC Chairperson, Ms Rebeca Espinoza (Ecuador), was elected in 2024 and thus is halfway through her first 
term. The USA advised that the Vice-Chairperson is no longer available to fulfil the role, and interest was 
solicited to fill this role. 
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a1. CTC Vice-Chairperson 

143 There being no candidates or nominations, the CTC Chairperson requested that the position be considered 
further during the Commission meeting. 

b. Updates from Working Groups 

b1.  Electronic Monitoring WG 

144 The Co-Chairperson of the Working Group on Electronic Monitoring Standards (WGEMS), Mr Guillermo Moran 
(Ecuador), presented the Report of the WGEMS (COMM13-Doc08). 

145 The CTC thanked the Co-Chairpersons and members of the WGEMS for their efforts. 

146 Some Members suggested focusing the efforts of the WGEMS on fisheries rather than extending to 
transshipment activities at this stage. 

147 One Member recommended discussing processes for reviewing vessel monitoring plans within the CTC before 
providing specific recommendations to the Commission. 

148 One Member suggested further considering the potential role of the CTC in electronic monitoring 
implementation. 

149 One Member noted scheduling challenges and requested consideration of time zones and other RFMO 
meeting schedules when planning future sessions. 

150 The CTC noted the report of the WGEMS and recommended that the Commission continue the activities of 
the WG through next year, with the intention of reviewing the electronic monitoring standards at CTC13. 

b2.  Data WG 

151 The Data Manager provided an update on the progress of the Data Working Group (Data WG), noting that the 
lack of a chairperson for the Data WG has meant that progress has been minimal. The Data Manager urged 
Members to present nominations for a chairperson of the Data WG in order to continue this important work. 

152 The CTC recommended that the Commission appoint a chairperson of the Data WG. 

10. Adoption of the CTC12 Report  

153 The CTC adopted its meeting report on 14 February 2025 at 18:06 hours. 

11. Close of the Meeting 

154 The CTC meeting was closed on 14 February 2025 at 18:06 hours. 
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As per paragraph 18 of CMM 10-2020 (CMS), the Provisional Compliance Report shall not constitute public 
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