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In the attached annexes are the full applications for the status of Cooperating non-Contracting Party (CNCP) 

received in accordance with Decision 02-2018.  

The list includes the applications of: 

• Annex 1. Colombia, received on 20 November 2018 

• Annex 2. Liberia, received on 22 November 2018 

• Annex 3. Panama, received on 22 November 2018 

• Annex 4. Curaçao, received on 20 December 2018 
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
     MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

  MONROVIA, LIBERIA 

 Office of Deputy Commissioner of 
  Maritime Affairs

November 21, 2018 

Sothern Pacific Regional Management Fisheries Organization (SPRFMO) 
Attn:  Dr. Sebastian Rodriguez, Executive Secretary  
P.O. Box 3797  
Wellington 6140 
New Zealand 

RE: COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTY STATUS 

Dear Dr. Rodriguez: 

The purpose of this letter is to request Liberia’s continued participation as a Cooperating 
Non-Contracting Party (CNCP) of the SPRFMO. Liberia remains committed to its obligation as a 
CNCP and the implementation of Conservation and Management Measures (CMMs) adopted by 
SPRFMO. 

In accordance with provisions set out in Decision 2-2018 (Rules for Cooperating Non-
Contracting Parties), Liberia is submitting the following information in support of its request: 

1. Reason for seeking renewal of CNCP status:

Liberia’s seeks continued status as a CNCP because Liberia has a number of carrier vessels in the 
international registry that are participating in transshipment activities in the SPRFMO Convention 
Area.   

2. Commitment to cooperate fully in the implementation of conservation and
management measures adopted by the Commission and to ensure that fishing vessels flying its
flag and fishing in the Convention Area and, to the greatest extent possible, its nationals,
comply with the provisions of the Convention and conservation and management measures
adopted by the Commission:

Liberia commits to cooperate fully in the implementation of CMMs adopted by the Commission 
and will continue to ensure that vessels flying the Liberian flag and engaging in transshipment 
activities in the SPRFMO Convention Area and, to the greatest extent possible, its nationals, 
comply with the provisions of the Convention and CMMs. Some of those CMMs include, but not 
limited to those listed below. 
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CMM 12-2018   Regulation of Transshipment and Other Transfer Activities, 
CMM 10-2018   Establishment of a Compliance and Monitoring Scheme, 
CMM 06-2018   Establishment of the Vessel Monitoring System in the SPRFMO Convention Area, 
CMM 02-2018   Standards for the Collection, Reporting, Verification and Exchange of Data, 
CMM 01-2018   Trachurus Murphyi, 
CMM 11-2017   Boarding and Inspection Procedures in the SPRFMO Convention Area, 
CMM 04-2017   Establishing a List of Vessels Presumed to have carried out IUU Fishing,  
CMM 07-2017   Minimum Standards of Inspection in Port, and 
CMM 05-2016   Establishment of the Commission Record of Vessels.  

3. An explicit commitment to accept high seas boarding and inspections in accordance
with the Commission’s procedures on high seas boarding and inspection; full data on its
historical fisheries in the Convention Area, including nominal catches, number/type of vessels,
name of fishing vessels, fishing effort and fishing areas;

Liberia commits to accepting high seas boarding and inspections in accordance with CMM 11-2017 
on Boarding and Inspection Procedures in the SPRFMO Convention Area. 

Liberia has provided for previous years, and will continue to provide to the Secretariat full and 
complete data on historical transshipment information, including names of vessels, species and total 
quantities transshipped. 

4. All the data and information members of the Commission are required to submit, in
accordance with the standards adopted by the Commission:

Liberia has consistently submitted transshipment data and other information members are required 
to submit, in accordance with the standards adopted by the Commission.  

5. A statement on how any compliance issues previously identified by the Commission
have been addressed:

For example, Peru reported to the Liberian Administration (via the SPRFMO Secretariat on 
November 1, 2017) that Liberian flagged carrier vessel ZHONG XIANG was observed by Peru 
VMS system indicating that during the period between October 24-30, the ZHONG XIANG was 
operating at slow speeds and on a parallel approach with three Chinese vessels in the SPRFMO area 
adjacent to Peru’s jurisdictional waters. The Liberian Administration advised the vessel’s owner of 
the report and then ordered the vessel to a convenient port to conduct an investigation into possible 
IUU activities. Upon conclusion of the investigation, it was determined that the ZHONG XIANG 
had engaged in at least three unauthorized transshipment operations in the SPRFMO Convention 
Area between October 24-30, 2017.  

Consequently, the vessel was issued a Notice of Violation for: 
a) Failure to obtain authorization prior to engaging in transshipment operations in the

SPRFMO Convention Area, in violation of CMM 12-2017 (Para. 2) and Liberia Maritime
Regulation 2.35;
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b) Failure to obtain authorization prior to engaging in at sea transfer of fuel, etc. in the
SPRFMO Convention Area, in violation of CMM 12-2017 (Para. 3) and Liberia Maritime
Regulation 2.35;

c) Failure to obtain authorization prior to engaging in transshipment operations in the
SPRFMO Convention Area and failure to report to the SPRFMO Secretariat and the flag
State, in violation of Liberia Marine Notice FTP-001_Rev 8-17 and Section 203 of Liberia
Maritime Law.

The vessel was fined $30,000 for failure to comply with SPRFMO rules and Liberia Maritime Law 
and Regulations. 

6. Any further relevant information as determined by the Commission:

Liberia will provide relevant information as determined by the Commission. 

7. A statement of intent to make voluntary financial contributions
commensurate…pursuant to the scheme of contributions established by the Commission in
accordance with Article 15(2) of the Convention and particularly in accordance with
paragraph 4.7 of the Financial Regulations of the Commission:

Liberia intends to make voluntary financial contributions commensurate with what would be 
assessed and pursuant to the scheme of contributions established by the Commission in accordance 
with Article 15(2) of the Convention and particularly in accordance with paragraph 4.7 of the of the 
Financial Regulations of the Commission. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret C. Ansumana 
Deputy Commissioner for Maritime Affairs 
Republic of Liberia 
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DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE INSPECCIÓN, VIGILANCIA Y CONTROL 

Panama, November 19, 2018 
DGIVC/0376/2018 

Honorable 
Dr. Sebastián Rodríguez 
Executive Secretary 
South Pacific Fisheries Management Organization 

Dear Dr. Rodríguez: 

I am writing you in relation of your letter Ref.: DC87-2018 regarding of the invitation to 
become a Contracting Party to the SPRFMO Convention or to renew the status of 
Cooperating non-Contracting Party. 

We hereby inform that the Government of Panama officially requests the SPRFMO 
Commission to renew our status as non-contracting party collaborating with the Convention. 
We also wish to inform that once we have the instruments of ratification in the Commission, 
we will proceed to take the necessary steps to become a Contracting Party. 

The Aquatic Resources Authority of Panama (ARAP) and the Government of Panama are 
committed to prevent and eliminate the illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
activities. We believe that IUU fishing is one of the most serious threats facing the 
biodiversity of the world’s oceans. Our regulations highlight our role as an international 
partner in the fight against IUU activities. 

We are committed to comply with the conditions established in SPRFMO regulations. 

The reason to seek the status of Cooperating non Contracting Party is because we have a 
fleet that operate  for fishing and support fishing vessel in the Convention Area. 

We express our commitment to cooperate fully in the implementation of conservation and 
management measures adopted by the Commission and ensure that Panamanian fishing 
vessels and support fishing vessels comply with the provisions of the Convention, 
conservation and management adopted by the Commission. 
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Also we inform the explicit commitment to accept high seas boarding and inspections in 
accordance with the Commission’s procedures on high seas boarding and inspection.  Also 
the commitment to make the voluntary financial contributions commensurate with what 
would be assessed should we become a Member established by the Commission. 

All the data and information of the Commission required will be submitted, in accordance 
with the standards adopted by the Commission. 

Also Panama intent to make voluntary financial contribution commensurate with what would 
be assessed should it become a Member, pursuant to the scheme of contributions 
established by the Commission in accordance with Article 15(2) of the Convention and 
particularly in accordance with paragraph 4-7 of the Financial Regulations of the 
Commission. 

Any additional information requested, will be supplied to the SPRFMO Secretariat by ARAP. 

Best Regards,  

RAUL DELGADO 
Director General 
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