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In consideration of the use of the ecosystem approach for fisheries management encouraged by FAO
in the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (FAQ, 1995) and in order to be in conformity with
the conservation measures adopted by the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine
Living Resources (CCAMLR) as well as the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatross and Petrels
(ACAP), Chile developed in 2007 its National Action Plan to reduce bycatch in longline fisheries (PAN-
AM/Chile). This Plan is aimed to reduce seabird mortalities occurring in all longline fisheries in the
country through the implementation of two programs: a) the immediate use of mitigation measures,
and b) a research program for the improvement of the mitigation measures initially implemented.
The PAN-AM/Chile (http://www.subpesca.cl/publicaciones/606/w3-article-79723.html) takes into
account the differences in design and operation for each fishery and includes measures for the
demersal fisheries of patagonian toothfish (Dissostichus eleginoides), southern blue whiting
(Merluccius australis), and golden kingclip (Genypterus blacodes) and for the pelagic fishery of
swordfish (Xiphias gladius).
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to August 31st).
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The specific measures referred to topics contained in the PAN-AM/Chile were not incorporated in
the Law for Fisheries and Agquaculture, therefore its compliance was voluntary. However, the recent
amendment of this law in February 2013 corrects such deficiency. In fact, its Article 4 incorporates
prohibitions and administrative measures regarding seabirds’ protection as follow:

- Requirement of using and carrying on board, fishing gear or devices to avoid or minimize
bycatch during fishing operations, aiming to achieve more selective practices.

- Requirement of using and carrying on board, devices intended to facilitate the safe release
of specimens caught accidentally by fishing gears.

- Establishment of Code of Conduct for good fishing practices to avoid or mitigate the
incidental catch of marine mammals, seabirds and turtles.

Through the law modifications named above, it is expected to achieve an effective compliance with
the measured contained in the PAN-AM/Chile. Accordingly, these measures will be soon
incorporated into the management measures for each fishery.






