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1 Description of Fisheries 

1.1 PELAGIC FISHERIES 
Jack mackerel 
New Zealand conducted no fishing for Trachurus species in the SPRFMO Convention Area in 2018.  
 
Chilean Jack mackerel (Trachurus murphyi) was first observed in New Zealand waters in 1987, although 
its distribution in New Zealand waters has changed significantly over time. T. murphyi in New Zealand is 
thought to be a small, periodically separated component of the larger South Pacific stock which undergoes 
occasional expansions or migrations. It is unknown whether there has been any spawning of T. murphyi in 
New Zealand waters. 
 
Catches of T. murphyi within the New Zealand EEZ were highest in the 1990s, estimated at around 20,000 
tonnes, but have since decreased significantly. Based on observer sampling of species proportions in 
fisheries around New Zealand, T. murphyi annual catch is estimated be around 5,000 tonnes on average 
in each of the last three New Zealand fishing years (15/16, 16/17, and 17/18) (Oct-Sept) (Horn et al. 
(2019b). Langley et al 2016). 
 
Squid 
New Zealand conducted no pelagic fishing for Dosidicus species in the SPRFMO Convention Area during 
2018.  
 

1.2 BOTTOM FISHERIES 
The New Zealand high seas bottom trawl and line fisheries are described in detail in the impact assessment 
‘New Zealand Bottom Fishing Activities by New Zealand Vessels Fishing in the High Seas in the SPRFMO 
Area during 2008 and 2009’ (New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries 2008b) available at 
http://www.southpacificrfmo.org/benthic-impact-assessments/. Bottom fishing activities conducted during 
2018 operated largely as described in that document. New Zealand vessels have been bottom fishing in 
the SPRFMO Area since before 1990.  
 
Specific high seas fishing permits for the SPRFMO Area were first implemented in 2007-08. The number 
of New Zealand vessels permitted to fish in the SPRFMO Area since 2009; and the number of vessels 
which actually bottom fished in the Convention Area are shown in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Summary of the number of New Zealand vessels permitted to bottom fish in the SPRFMO Area, and 
the number of vessels which actually fished in the Area by year with either bottom trawl or line, since 2009. 
The data are arranged by permit year, which is a split year from May to April. 

 

Vessel 
Permit 
Year 

Number of Vessels 
Permitted to Fish 

SPRFMO Area 

No. of Vessels that Actively 
Bottom Fished in the 

SPRFMO Area 
Bottom 

Trawling 
Bottom 
Lining 

2009–10 24 9 7 2 

2010–11 27 9 7 2 

2011–12 24 9 6 3 

2012–13 24 8 5 3 

2013–14 24 8 5 3 

2014–15 31 10 6 4 

2015–16 31 9 5 4 

2016–17 21 11 6 5 

2017–18 16 8 5 3 

2018–19 18 9 6 3 
 

  

http://www.southpacificrfmo.org/benthic-impact-assessments/
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http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-SC6/Meeting-Documents/SC6-DW12-Bottom-fishing-CMM-proposals.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-COMM6/COMM6-INF05-rev1-New-Zealand-Background-paper-covering-the-new-bottom-fishing-CMM.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-COMM6/COMM6-INF09-NZ-bottom-Fishing.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/SC5-2017/SC5-DW06-Spatial-impact-assessment-method.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-SC6/Meeting-Documents/SC6-DW10-Bottom-line-impact-10Sept2018.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/SCW3-DeepWater/SCW3-Doc15-Modelling-VMEs-and-VME-indicator-taxa-at-a-range-of-scales.pdf
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0165783618303321?token=231C0975AEA1EE868FE65183CF8009E40658346E7AD1D19A492D56BD2B04D5E35FCE76B672BBBD84201CE86164186A0B
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Meetings/Meetings-2013-plus/SC-Meetings/3rd-SC-Meeting-2015/Papers/SC-03-DW-04-VME-spatial-final.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/00-SCW3-DeepWater/SCW3-Doc16-Application-of-the-Zonation-spatial-decision-support-tool.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/00-SCW3-DeepWater/SCW3-Doc16-Application-of-the-Zonation-spatial-decision-support-tool.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/SC5-2017/SC5-DW03-Bottom-fishing-CMM-proposals.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/SC5-2017/SC5-DW05-Report-from-Stakeholder-workshops-held-to-gather-views-on-revising-the-current-CMM-for-Bottom-Fisheries.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-SC6/Meeting-Documents/SC6-DW11-Process-for-drawing-mgmt-areas.pdf


https://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-SC6/Meeting-Documents/SC6-DW09-Methods-deriving-VME-thresholds.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/SC5-2017/SC05-Report-Final-4Oct2017.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-SC6/Meeting-Documents/SC6-DW05-Generic-acoustic-design.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-SC6/SPRFMO-SC6-Report.pdf


https://www.doc.govt.nz/contentassets/9abc0c46cdd6469883b18916697ec855/int2015-03-coral-id-draft-annual-report.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/contentassets/9abc0c46cdd6469883b18916697ec855/int2015-03-coral-id-draft-annual-report.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/conservation-services-programme/meetings-and-project-updates/2019/
http://globalfishingwatch.org/


http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/2018-CMMs/CMM-03-2018-Bottom-Fishing-8March2018.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/2019-CMMs/CMM-03-2019-5Mar2019.pdf












http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/CMM-09-2017-Seabirds-27Feb17.pdf










http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/2019-CMMs/CMM-03-2019-5Mar2019.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/2018-CMMs/CMM-03-2018-Bottom-Fishing-8March2018.pdf


http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Meetings/Meetings-2013-plus/SC-Meetings/3rd-SC-Meeting-2015/Papers/SC-03-DW-01-rev2-New-Zealand-Proposal-to-conduct-exploratory-bottom-longlining.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Meetings/Meetings-2013-plus/SC-Meetings/3rd-SC-Meeting-2015/Papers/SC-03-DW-01-rev2-New-Zealand-Proposal-to-conduct-exploratory-bottom-longlining.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/CMM-03-2017-Bottom-Fishing-27Feb17.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/CMM-03-2017-Bottom-Fishing-27Feb17.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Meetings/Meetings-before-2013/Scientific-Working-Group/SWG-06-2008/a-Miscellaneous-Documents/SPRFMO-Bottom-Fishing-Impact-Assessment-Standardagreed-Vanuatu-Fri23Sep2011-1140am.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/CMM-14-2016-Exploratory-Toothfish-Fishing-27Feb17.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Meetings/Meetings-2013-plus/SC-Meetings/4th-SC-Meeting-2016/SC04-papers/SC-04-DW-02-New-Zealands-exploratory-fishery-for-toothfish-within-the-SPRFMO-Convention-Area.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2018-SC6/Meeting-Documents/SC6-DW03-rev2-NZ-Proposal-for-Exploratory-Bottom-Longlining-for-Toothfish.pdf


http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Fisheries/Conservation-and-Management-Measures/2019-CMMs/CMM-14a-2019-5Mar2019.pdf


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2006.09.008
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Appendix 2. Observer data collection forms used to monitor New 
Zealand high seas fisheries 
 

• Observer Trawl catch Effort Logbook 
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• Observer Benthic Materials Form 
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• Bottom Longline Catch Effort Data 
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• VME   Identification   Form   and   associated   VME   Species   Identification   Guide 
implemented on New Zealand high seas bottom trawlers in 2018 
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Classification guide for potentially vulnerable invertebrate taxa in the SPRFMO Area 
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Appendix 3. Areas open to New Zealand flagged vessels for 
bottom fishing in 2018 
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